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Abttnct

Th€ general objective of this study is to elucidate the level of com-
pular lllcrscy and exposure to the internet among Sri Lankan youth aged
t6.29 ycars based on their main economic activity. In order to achieve this
Cblmllvc o two-layered data collection approach was adopted as ihe over-
lll mrlhodology of the 2009 National Youth Survey. Quantitative data was
Sllaohd tlom a randomly selected sample of 3000 households covering 22
alllrlolt oul ot a total of 25 diskicts. The conclusions reached from this study
lvalr lhat out of 2921 respondents 57% ot youth were mmputer literate. Out
ol lha 18-24 age group 65% could manage basic functions of lhe computer
lf opporcd to the 25-29 year olds where only a 43Vo demonslrated knowl-

ldgl In computer usage. This indicates that the older group had a lesser
ltgo unlty at gaining computer knowledge, which is a fairly recent develop-
ifahl In 8rl Lsnka. lt was also revealed that 33% of youth who have a basic

la9rtlldgc In computer usage have their own computers while 33% have

Ulld thr Internet. In terms of usage and Irequency oul of the 57% youth who
l oompulor literale 50yo use their crmputers on a daily/weekly basis.
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those in the Northern Province'
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innovation
a develoP-
ndation for
der to take

tion. Within the present environment

on and Communication Technology

children and y uth is fundamentally

the people of ri Lanka (United Na-

)P],2004).

ments attempted to improve comput-

rouqh various policies and program-

noib""n u"ry encouraging Modern

r force of futuie Sri Lanka, provided'

rn is deemed lT literate if a person can

rter on their own

r ,)nrl,ul(:r literacy reported in 2009 in Sri Lanka was 20.3% and
ll,,w. .l .'l)'1, increase from 16.1% reported in 2006107. Also, there

.,,.r,.lrr1lrly ;rtIrificant differences in computer literacy across the res-
r,l, rl.rl ,,r.r.l()rs The highest computer literacy 3'1.1% was reported
t,,'rr llr. rrl)irr sr:ctor households and the lowest 8.4% was reported

'r,,'r,l llr( c:,lirlc sector household population. However, the estate
, ' t,,r 

,,lr)w(i(l the highest growth of above 50% in both computer lit-
,,r,r y .rr| ,rwirreness during the period from 2006 to 2009. Among
tl,, t)r, ,vr r r.1; tlre hrghest level of computer literacy was also reported
lr,,rr Il|. Wr::;lr:rr Province 28% and the least level was in the Eastern
| 'r, ,vr ri r' l:J'l{,

| ( ,lnl)utor literacy among males 22ok was only a little higher
rl r rr r ll r. rt r rl lr:rr;rlr.'s 'l 9% in 2009. The younger generation aged 15-19
,, rr ,lr.wrrrl Llre highest computer literacy rate among all the age
, rr, ,! rt , . tr I r l) k) tjg years, and, the older age groups beyond 50 years
l',r,vr rl,r r rrrrrlrrrratively lower computer lileracy rate.

( , ,r rl)ulor litefacy among the employed population in Sri Lanka
.' r . . rl,, 'vr' 40'1, in 2009. lt was evident that a higher computer literacy
| ,ri $/.r'. .r lrrr,vod as the employed population reached a higher posi-
r,,r .u, lr ,r',lirrrior Officials and l\,4anagers 86%, Professionals 72%,
l, , I rr rr, . rl , rrrr I Asscrciate Professlonals 7jya and Clerks 77 %. However,
, rr, .rrly .'(l'11, r;orrputer literacy rate was reported by individuals en-

,1,,1,,1 r llr. r.rrtcgory of elementary occupations as well.

I rrrllrrrr. 13% ofthe population aged 5 to 69 years used the In-
t' ,r, I l.', rlrlV irl least once during the last twelve months. The pattern

' 
,l ,r .r r, I tlri , lrk)rnet among provinces was similar to the pattern of

! | ir | | '. I || ||l lt is important to note thal the higher use of the lnternet
, , 

'r 
r, ,1, rl, , . l, r llr r higher use of e-mail. In the urban sector, where facili-

tr, .,,.., ')rrr{)nly available, a higher use of both email and Internet is
, ,'r,1, nl llr,Ir fir tlre non-urban sectors.

I l,rl.r,||rl M(|thodology

l l. rlrorr;rl Youth Survey ll in 2009 was carried out through a rep-
l, , lll.llrv,. r,rrrrlom sample of 3000 households distributed in 22 ac-
, . ll'1,, ,ll,,t||(ls Household members aged 15-29 years were taken
I y,'rtlr rr tlliri shrdy. Only one eligible youth in a selected household

,r' , rrrlr,rv lwr:<i, sclecting randomly.
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uted in all the accessible districts with

taking the household as the Primary
i- -.^r ^r .--e^- amnlnvino mttlti-

Sampling Unit (PSU). PSus were.sei-ected at random employing multi-

staoe and cluster sampling technlques'

tion.

Results

Altogether 3,000 respondents between 15-29 years of age were

"nrrn.r"-t-e'dl. 
tn" national sample' out of which 2'997 schedules were

."i""t"0 i"i 
"^"fvsis 

and three were rejected due to incomplete data'

household

DemograPhic Characteristics

As far as the age distribution of the respondents is-concerned'

"r*o.i 
iiy. *"r-" o"iu""n 15-19 years while another 30% was be-

Sri L
an

ka
 Jo

urn
al 

of 
Adv

an
ce

d S
oc

ial
 S

tud
ies

 

Nati
on

al 
Cen

tre
 fo

r A
dv

an
ce

d S
tud

ies
 in

 H
um

an
itie

s a
nd

 S
oc

ial
 S

cie
nc

es
 (N

CAS) 

 



., t trt,.|t\|t It, td lheir a\postre to Computer I ileracy

ted in all the accessible districts with

akinq the household as the Primary

e seLcted at random employing multF

niques.

were selected at random as samPle

ter of the Commissioner of Elections

of 10 households were enumerated

ilate was selected at random taking the

sample frame.

dents between 15-29 years of age were

nDle, out f which 2,997 schedules were

were rej cted due to incomplete data'

;s

)numerated in the survey, 587o were fe-

s in Table 1. In all the districts where the

mber of females enumerated was higher

\umber of female respondents could be

r among males internationally for educa-

v reaso"ns. Also, for many decades male

in that of their female counterparts'

'ibution of the respondents ncerned'

15-19 years while another was be-

lw,."f l .'l) 29 years. The remaining youth 33% belonged to the 2Q-24
,rit',,tr{)rl)s. Age distribution of males and females remain more-or-
I',,.,,,nrron torthe sample- Civil status ofthe respondents indicates
tlr,rl .rlrxlit ir three-quarter of them were never married while only26%
wr,r,.r'urr{)otly married, A significantly small number of respondents
w,,r,',rrp,rrirted/divorced/widowed.

l,tl,lc 1: Distribution of Youth by Demogrcphic Characterislics

Percentage NumberV'|| lrrlrkt

M,tlt,

All

Alt0

t" t,l

,0;,,1

Atl

M'r| lll|l St:rtus

ll, v',t M. Itcd

I ,, lly l\,4arried

''.lr,rr.rlr:rl / Divorced

Atl

42.2

57.4

100.0

36.9

32.6

30.5

100.0

73.4

26.1

0.5

0.1

't00.0

',,'t t. N, tt ti Youth SuNey - 11, 2009, Conducted by Facully of Afts,
I lt vrtstlv of Colombo

lr r( lo Lconomic Characteristics

/\lrr rost 72% of the youth respondents in the survey were living in
rrrr.rl ,rrr..r.; ol llre countrywhile 20% were in urban setting. The balance

",, rr, ,r lr )( | In various locations in the estate sector of the country Table
.' l{"1)r',r;r}nling the national picture of ethnicity in the Sri Lankan pop-
ll, rlr, 'rr, / lr'2, ot vouth in the sample claimed that they were Sinhalese.
/\rll.lr(l llr) other ethnictties, 17ok werc Tamil while 7.5% were Moors.

/\r Ir',r(trrlr(jirrt number of youth belonged to other ethnic groups.

'1264

1733

2997

1105

978

9'1 4

2997

2195

780

14

3

2992
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O".-.on.*,ing the impact of free educational p?ll"l::^ *j)j::
s', rn r;;' ;; ;;;;v s"tu d e nts have ll " -: !1" L:'iv^ i"^ff:il:,?l :Hg?'H;::#ilff""A;;;'";iv thiee quarter or the,l^"^Ylli gl
nii?:;:.;:]ffi ;ru;;",r";uit"",tup.o."":':19:^1t'.":,':^'"r-::,

"'i"ii"i. orl';ry Level' rhe proportion 
"f.v":i! 1T.l?:"^l:::l

:llil:H ii.i,''"run'"orl' r""" tn"n 
"ne 

percent while-over t::lt^"::1i
::ff #J:i..l"'"E ii. z np"'t r':T l?'1*:T:l :i::i:::; iJll
3l""il?..Tffi"oJt"n ; il;'"-'pi"";;e had some rever or technical ed-

June -2013

ucation.

tivities. The latter group that was

not seeking employment at the moment was mostly female'

Exposure to ComPuter Literacy

affirmative

tothe l:i;'Iiilyouth in Table 3.

Pru:il )nage basic functions ofthe comput-

er. lnterestingly however, in the next a"dvanced group aged 25-29 only

+iV" o1 yortn" i.tnonslrated computer knowledge'

This Pattern indicates that t

it became evident that the studen

exposure to knowledge in compu

literate.

iteracY was demonstrated
ged in household work' of

is worth mentioning thal a

nts belonging to this category were

large proportion of the housewives

lack the ability to operate computers in Sri Lanka'
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lr.I ankon Youlh and lheir Exposure lo Compuler Lileracy 33

Table 2: Distribution of Youth by Socio-Economic
Characteristics

lfirhbl. Percentage Number

ltrldrncc
Urbsn

Rur!l
E.trt€
Atl

20.o

71.9

8.1

100.0

600

2156

241
2997

llhnlolty
Shholese

l|mll
Moor

Olhrr

Atl

75.0

17.3

7.5

0.2

't00.0

2247

518

226

6

2997

Nrv!r been to School

Prlmary (Year 'l-5)

l.oondary (Year 6-10)

o.c,E, (o/L)

o.c,E. (A/L)

Hlghrr Education

Olh.r

0.6
'1 .0

23.5

35.9

34.6

o.2

19

3l
704

1077

1037

124

5

llud.nt
Uhamployed

lmploycd

Hour.hold Work

Olhrr

33.6

22.9

31.6

't't.2

o.7

100.0

996

677

935

332

20

2960

N.tlonal Youth Suruey - ll, 2009, Conducted by Faculty
Unlvarclty of Colombo

of Atls,

I activities. The latter group that was

roment was mostly female'

v

nputer knowledge.

)f computer literacy was demonstrated

o *"t" 
"ng"g"O 

in household work' of

er literate. it is worth mentioning that a

ndents belonging to this category were

rt a large proportion of the-housewves

luters in Sri Lanka.
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Tahle 3: Percentage of Youth with Compuaer Literccy by Age and
Economic Activity

34 Sri Lanka Journal of Advanced Social Sludies Vol 3 - No. 1- June -2013

Economic Activity

Student

Employed

Unemployed

Household Work

All

15-17 Years
(%)

18-24 Years
(%')

a[ (N)
(%\Years

62.4

25.O

50.0

58.1

88.6

61.6

J t.c

64.5

68.8

45.6

49.4

28.8

42.8

75.3 988

46.0 930

56.3 672

30.2 331

56.6 2921

(N) 't427

Source: National Youth Suyey - 11,2009, Conducted by Faculty of Afts,

University of Colombo

In concurrence with the demographic characteristics of the sur-

vey it was assessed that the number of female respondents were high-

er than the male respondents. However, as depicted in Figure '1, the

percentage of male respondents with computer knowledge is higher

than the female respondents. Almosl 60% of the male respondents
n compared to the 55% of computer liter-

recurrent in all the age-groups except the

can conclude as illuskated from the graph

oen$ have had more opportunities in ac-

quiring basic computer knowledge than the female youth population in

the sample.

Ownership of ComPuters

From the data in Table 4, it is evident that of the youth who have
r own Personal com-
mentioned above the
most 56 % rests with
two age categorles a

low percentage of youth claim ownership to computers.

When the main activity of youth was juxtaposed with ownership
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uith ComPuEr Literacr bY Age and

mic Activitv

88.6 68.8

45.6 46.0 930

49.4 56.3 672

28.8 30.2 331

42.8 56.6 2921

897 2921

i.

lf Llnl:n Y*th tnd th"i, Exposurc to 6
llm that ownership and maintenance of a personal computer requires
I rtardy monthly income.

llgun 1: Percmtage of Youth wlth Compulf,'r Liteiacy by Age and Sex

Unlversity of Colombo

flbh 1: Pcrcenage of Youth owning a Computer by Age and Economlc
AcAvW

15.17 18.24
laonomlo Actlvlty Yoars Years

(t4 (%)

t8-r4fears i:;? All
(%)

(N)

47.5

61 .6

31.5

64.5

1:;j: t;i (N,

ownershiP to comPuters'

llud.nt

lmploycd

Unrmployod

Hou|.hold Work

Atl

32.7 746

37.9 430

31.9 379

21.4 98

33.0 1653

27.1

0.0

20.0

0.0

.to.,

40.2

34.8

24.2

55.7

33.3

34.9

27.5

21.3

31.2

(x) 9't 9

l{oLj Rcsponso was sought only from those who possessed basic computer
knowledge

aourct: Natlonal Youth SuNey - ll, 2009, Conducted by Facuv of Atts,
Unive6ity of Colombo

aoun : Natlonal Youth suNey - ll, 2009, conducted by Facuv of Atts,
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36 Sti Lanka Jounal of Advanced Social Studies Vol 3 - Nol June -2013

By looking at Figure 2 it is evident that out of the male youth

oooulation who have a basic knowledge in computers, 39% own their

computers, while for the female youth population it is 28%. The same

pattern is imprinted on the other three
centage of male youth, compared to
ownership of computers. The disparity
ing to gender widens deeply at the youngest age group where almost

onethird of males possess a computer while the corresponding figure

for females is 21 %.

Source: National Youth Survey - ll, 2009, Conducted by Faculty of Afts,

University of Colombo

Computer Usage

As displayed in Table 5, the frequency of computer usage is

categorized according to Daity/}Veekly, Occasionally and Never basis.

From the computer literate group of youth aged 15-29, 50% uses the

computer on daily/weekly basis. Hence it can be argued that youth

who have a basic knowledge in handling computers tend to use their

computers more frequently.
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trl Lanhan Youlh and thoir Exposure to Computer Lltency 37

r|,blo e: Porcentage Distribution of Youth According to How Often they
Uso a Computer

15-17 1A-24
Years Years
l%t (%l

llua.ht

hnomlo
Artlvlty

lnfloyro

Dally/lveekly

Occasionally

Ngver

Delly/Weekly

Occasionally

N€v€r

Daily/Weekly

Occasionally

N€V€T

Dally/Weekly

Occasionally

N€ver

57.4 225

38.4 182

4.2 24

52.2 156

42.2 185

c,o zJ

42.8 420

50-8 281

6.3 31

Uiam.
lhYro

55.9

38.9

5.1

16.7

66.7

16.7

29.7

56.8

13.5

33.3

46.2

20.5

58.5

37.8

3,7

54.2

39.1

6.8

46.1

44.4

5.5

24.3

51.4

24.3

45.4

0

51.5

44.2

4.3

34.4

56.2

5.5

20.3 22.',1

5/.d ic.t'

21.9 22.1

23

58

23

Dally/Weekly 52.3 52.7 43.9 50.5 424

Occasionally 41.5 41.6 48.8 43.2 706

6.2 5.7 7.3 6.2 101

il
ir'

tl, 2OOg, Conducted bY Facuw of AIls'

l|lmehou
Wdr

Never

Totll 100.0 '100.0 100.0 100.0 1631

lnowlcdge

bltrol: Nttlonel Youth Survey - ll, 2009, Conducted by Faculty of Atts'
Unlvctsity of Colombo
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FtC!19 3:!9!99!tqC9 9! A9y 9!E! )/o!!h !4e a JgIlputer bv Ase and

50 46750 467

Oaily We€kY OccasionaLIy

Source: National Youth SuNey - 11, 2009' Conducted by Faculty of Afts'

Univetsity of Colombo

Internet Usage

youth have used the internet

Si Lanka Journat of Advanced Social Studies Vol 3 -
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39
ial Studies Vol 3 ' No 1'January- June '2013

)uth who have never used a comPuter

tave never used computers'

l9n Ygut! use a golLut9r by 459 1!ct

i

- tl, 2AOg, Conducted by Faculty of Atls

wrllr r()sl)eci to main economic activity, the highest percentage
| | r, rr't u5irqe 42% is observed among students, while the lowest is
| ,' 'r I llrr. unomployed household members.

I tt,tt' t, l't't t:t tt of Youth who Have Used lnternet by Age and Economic
Activitv

15-17 Years 18-24 Years 25-29 Years

f ) l%t (%'l
Afi(%l

(N)

,I

42 1 920

30.6 807

34.2 565

12.4 274

33 5 2566

12.5

12.1

0.0

237

31 .3

368

11.2

40.6

62.5

30.7

37.9

1 3.5

28.6

1270

N,ttu nl Youlh Suyey - ll, 2009, Conducted by Faculty of Atls,
I lutvt:tsitv of Colombo

/\, (i,)l)rcted in Figure 4, it is apparent that the clear majority
,,t ,,r,.rr, l users are male respondents. The same pattern reoccurs
rtl,,,lllrlLll v,rflous age categories. lt is again the males aged 18-24
.r,,, , li,lll,'(l the highest 44o/o usaQe of internet which is a 12% in-
, r'.,.11()f r thatof thefemales.

I'rrr po:,r. ol Internet Use

lrrl0|lrration was tabulated from the responses given by the par-
rr'rt Irl ,,1 Ilre survey on purpose of using internetl. With reference to
| 

'1,1,. 
; llll' responses were categorized according to five main pur-

t,, |' L)l urng the internet. such as: emailing, web browsing, profes-
r, rr rl ,r, .rrft:nric and games. In total 35% and 260/. of internet users

,, , , I rl l( ,r . rt:ademic purposes and web browsing respectively.

l 'r '( |.rtably half the students interviewed used the internet for

",1, rir, trufposes, but rather significantly, one-third of the unem-

1,1, ,1, , I y.rllr also used the jnternet for academic reasons. The highest
| |. ,t ,, 'r t.' ,n 

' 
,t Internet users belongs to the employed category and uses

,r r',r w,.1, l)rrJwsing. When casting a cursory glance on the purposes of
r ,r, .r r' I Li,,i rqe, the least popular reasons for using the internet seem to
| " l, ,r l,r, )[]ssional work and games.

r'rt tr r, //www a llacademlc.com/rneta/p182446-inde)(. himl >

I
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Figre 4: Percentage of lntemet lJsage of Youth by Age and Sex

r l\,4ale

aFemale

t0

1117 yrs 18.24yts 2r29yts All

Source: National Youth SuNey - ll, 2009, Conducted by Faculty of Atls'

universitY of Colombo

Time Spent on Internet

wno used the i how much

during a week, in Table 8'

accessed the spent less

in Table 8. Whil ulated data

the most remarkable feature is that in all except one age group, irre-

spective of their occupation, the youth do not use internet for more than

5 hours a week. Out of this exceptional group of students aged 15-17,

almost 9% spent five hours or more on the internet, which is signiflcant-

ly higher than their older counterparts

lnternet Access

Table 9 indicate the various locations where the respondents

accessed the internet. According to the information provided, students

have the most amount of access to the internet via their school or uni-

versity. This implies that they have access to internet from their educa-

tional institutions free of charge. Accordingly, almost 52% of students

have the opportunity to access internet through their learning centres'

Sri Lanka Jounal of Advanced Social Studies Vol 3 - No. 1
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?t stud:tes vot. s - NolbE!!!2L!!!9:48

2OOg, Conducted bY Facuw of Atts'

erpalls.

t usase of Youth bY As? i4-q9l
lfll l: Ptrccnnge Distribution ot Youth According to the Purpose of

tnlernet Use

!Inomlo Actlvtty Total

19.5

20.4

1.0

48.7

10.0

22.9

29.8

20.2

16.3

10.8

27.0

29.0

4.5

30.5

9.0

13.9

t'f a

't't.'l

36.1

11.1

25.6
7.8

34.6

10.1

100.0

(N)

81

4

190

39

59

77

52

28

54

58

I
61

18

5

10

13

194
226
69

306

89

884

ItDloy.d

Email

Web Browsing

Professional

Academic

Games & Other

Email

Web Browsing

Professional

Academic

Games & Other

Email

Web Browsing

Professional

Academic

Games & Other

Email

Web Browsing

Professional

Academic

Games & Other

Email
Web Browsing
Professional

Academic

Games & Other

lri.mploy.d

work

Nllhmtl Youth Survey - ll, 2009, Conducted by Faculty of Atls,
Unlr.nlty ol Colonbo
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Table 8: Percentage Distribution of Youth According to Time Spent on
42 SriLanka Journal ol Advanced Social Studies Vol 3-No 1 June -2013

Economic
Activity

'| 5 -17 18 -24 25 -29
Years Years Years ^t' (N)

Household Wolk

Never

Less then 5 hfs

5 hrs or more

Never

Less then 5 hrs

5 hrs or more

Never

Less then 5 hrs

5 hrs or more

Never

Less then 5 hrs

5 hrs or more

Never

Less then 5 hrs

5 hrs or more

0 1.1

91.3 91 .8

8.7 7.1

0 1.8

100 90.8

o 7.4

0 1.5

100 91 .0

0 7.5

0 9.1

0 81.8

0 9.1

0 1.5

92 91.2

8 7.3

100.0 100.0

00.83
100 91 .9 361

0 7.3 29

0.7 1.2 3

87 .2 88.9 224

12.1 9.9 25

0 1.0 2

93.8 92-1 174

6.2 6.9 13

0 3.03 1

'100 93.94 31

0 3.03 1

0.4 1.0 I
90.5 91.2 790

9.1 7.8 68

'100.0'100.0 867

Student

Employed

unemployed

't25 520 222 867

sf,luni N"ti*utv*u S"*"Vit 2oog conducted by Faculty of A'ls'

A

Total

(N)

IJniversitv of Colombo

cafes.
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of Youth According to Time Sqent on

t Per Week

JLanh. Youlh and thoir Exposute to computot Literacy 43

llbll e: Porcentage Distrtbufion of Youth According to the Places of
lnternet Access

llror ofAcccca :,'l:j:'. -:'..--, hold studentployed ployed w;;-k -'---"
lohool/Unlversity 23.6 15.0 20.6 5'1.7

fiLrn.l crl6 26.7 26.8 23.5 '16-2

Homr 14.6 16.1 20.6 12.3

llmr of Work 0.0 18.9 11.8 0.0

oommunlty Center 11.8 0.0 0.0 0.0

olhrr 23.'t 23.2 23.5 19.8

al 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

lblrl 195 254 34 38e

Eunt. ua .

Unlvercity of Colombo

15 -',17 18 -24 25 '29 Nt (N)
Years Years Years

o 1.1 0

9'1.3 91 .8 100

8.7 7.'l 0

o 1.8 0.7

't oo 90.8 87.2

o 7.4 12.1

0.8

91.9

1.5 0 1.0

91.0 93.8 92'1

7 .5 6.2 6.9

9.1 0 3.03

81.8 100 93.94

9.1 0 3.03

1.5 0.4 1.0

g't .2 s0 .5 9't .2

7.s 9.1 7.A

100.0 '100.0 100.0

125 520 222

Tloogrcmdu"ba oy Facuw ol Atts'

Flgure 5 differentiates the various places where youth from the

lll Ol 16-29 access the internet against the gender of the participants.

fbll youth gain internet access thrcugh schools or universities' A high-

/.J

1.2

88.9

9.9

361

29

25

2

174

13

1

31

1

I
790

68

857

100

0

0

0

0

0

92

I
100.0

llh prltrrn emerges when accessing internet through internet caf6s.

'lha prttrrn ro-emerges regarding internet access from home or work

plopodlon of interviewed females use the internet in such academic
much more than the male respondents. However, the oppo-

whcn more female respondents do so than the males'

Access ot the Youth by Age and Ser

lfncc most youth aged 15-17 arc schooling, it is evident that

ula rchool computers lo access the internet as in Figure 6. Of

I algnlflcantly large proportion of female participants amounting to

nportcd usage of internet in schools. In contrast, out ot the male

)nomic aclivity, the most number of re-

ccess through internet caf6s are the em-

i".ofov"a Lspondents access inlernet

iuJ"ltt'"tto access the internet via the
I of unemployed respondents have also

,faiintemet'access is through intemet

lilolprntr belonging to the same age group, only 56% declared that

|Iy loolr Internet from school.

.y lt llro shows that none ofthe female respondents use an inter-

fl Cffl In thle student age group. There are a signiticantly higher per-

attbga of male respondents accessing the internet from their home
,lnputrn when compared to the females.
t,
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Places of Internet access(15-29 yrs)

45

40

35

30

25

20

15

'10

5

o Ll',,'ril rf' I

schovunMe6ry hlemelcate co|nn'tY c€nler Plac€ or wdk

June -2013

Source: National Youth Survey - lt, 2009, Conducted by Faculty of Atls'

University of Colombo

net during their working hours.

Finally in the 25-29 age group, a strong distribution of internet

access sources could be noted lt seems that irrespective of gender,

the most popular internet access source of this age cohort is the inter-

net caf6. This narrows the gender gap where usage of internet caf6s

is concerned, and 31% ofthe male participants and 26% of the female

participants access the internet in caf6s When considering the per-

centage of youth accessing internet from home, it is remarkable that

the gender gap decreases, as the age increases'

Figure 5: Percentage of Access Places of lnternet by Age and Sex
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C: Parcentage Distribution of Access Places of lnternet by Age

lo

6
7n

.0

a0

!o

20

to

(lt-2,1yE)

46

40

36

l0

26

20

16

10

6

{25-29 ys)

16,0

10.0

26.0

20,0

16.0

10,0

!.0

0,0

.lird6(96) I

r Fohde(*)i

Natlond Youth Survay - ll, 2009, Conducted by Facury of Atts'

lJnhnnlty of Colontbo

i'".r"i-

24.7 -3

rct access(l5-29 Yrs)

.bD ooffitvqi.' Egig

- n, zoos, conducted by Faculty of Atts'

i.

ts the age increases.
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Figure 6 indicates that male adolescents tend to flock to inter-

net caf6s to use the internet. This can lead to addiction and cause a

negative influence to the youth of Sri Lanka Whereby they could be

the population of the country.

Discussion

Arrival and use of Information and Communication Technology

which came into existence rapidly with the turn of the century among

the Sri Lankan youth.

of
04
for
rk-

Sri Lanka boasts of the highest literacy rate in South Asia, thus

2. http J/www.icta.lk/index.php/geUcategory/3-p
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lle adolescents tend to flock to inter-

is can lead to addiction dnd cause a

,ri iii runxu Whereby they could be

' ' .' - ,,r'rtt .r\t tfuit f\pas're lo CompLtle' Lilebcv

' ,, , , r .. ,, J,. wlrilc Lrsage depends on availability and accessibility to ICT
r,",t 1,, il{ l(i||rine the level of computer literacy among youth aged
l', I tlr', ,,rrrvcy used indlcators such as computer usage and inter-
,t, I r| ..rt,, l,)r tlris survey deems a person lT literate if a person can
, j,, I rl, rrrV lurclion on a computer by him/herself.

r rri ( )l llre crucial factors of accessing ICT is having a connec-
1",i 1 , 1, , l||cily In terms of electrification in Sri Lanka, there is a very
, |,!,i!|.Itrr,|,rtc over 80% of households having a connection to the
| | 

'r,,,r, 
,l , l, 'rlr(i ly grid. (Department of Census and Statistics Sri Lan-

| | rrrl) llrr.rckrre they are likely to have access to lCT, amenities
,r, lr ,r . tlr. rrrrlo television or a personal computer. Despite living in
r. rrl,.rr'rr rrrr,rl area, people are most likely to have a television and
, I r,lr , .rt lr,n)c lr lact, according to the household computer literacy
,,, , , ,, .'r)r)(V2007, an estimated 76.3% households possess a tele-
I r, , | \^i I rrl, lvr rr U0'/o own a radio.

I l, 'w, 
,vr ,r, in the introduction to the household computer literacy

,,, , .,rl ',rrl,rrrkir 2006/2007, the Department of Census and Statis-
r' ,{ r | , rrr[, r <:onveys the following: "Although computer ownership
, , , ' LI rl, r r,, ,lrowing, the majority of Sri Lankan households do not
r' | ' ,,,, .. l.) ,rll ttre tools needed to participate in this technologi

,r ,, ,,1||r ,,rr rrrr:lrrding personal computers and computer net\r'r'orking

,1 rl ' lrt., .r, lr , rl j internet access. This disparity between those with
1 lJr, 1,,()lf; ol technology and those without such access has

, rt' | ,,'l rt , lx:r)(J commonly referred to as the "digital divide".

| | ,, r,.1, ,r ', r r Sri Lanka the digital divide does not directly aflect
t,, ,.1, r lrrrro nredia but it definitely affects it when it comes to

rr | .r ,,)nrl)ritcf or internet, within the urban and fural sectors.
|l,r r,,, 1! l||r tlrr 'r rrrdrcates that 8.2% of households possess a person-

'l , ,l' l,Lll',1 rr,l llrirl it is a significant increase from the 3.8Y. n2004.
, i' | ,, r, ,r ll , could be that compulers are now amply available,

tr. rtr, | | ., ,()r(l lrarnd or brand new and is more affordable than
r, r.', /\l', tli . rio{iirse ls supported by the survey thatwas conclud-
, ,r , ,r ,,.\/, .r1,,,i llrirt oLlt of the 2992 respondents aged 15-29 years,
rr l,' ' rl" t,,olill Oomputef.

ll,,rr , lr,,lil r)wf{rrship of a computer or accessing a computer
rlt ' ,,1r,,r, l' rtr,)w r) tlre future because ofthe government's initia-

l| ' r' t,r',nr,,1, llr.l|riir(tcof computers among youth by introducing it

idly with the turn of the century among

)ategory/3-P
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, 1 ,,,t it \'tt|l|t ,rtd thctr Exp.rsurc ta Camputer Lileracy

Itation sectors.

CT to rural areas, the main bjective of

-nL i" poverty reduction social and

race building

s study.

ent study 75% students have computer

vith the 46% emPloYed Persons.

/\', | ,( rr study, conducted by the lMinistry of Educations computer
l,r, |,, y, rr r( )r rq teachers is 40%. According to the same study there are
' | ' I I I ,r rl )lr(: schools and approximateiy 400 private and international
' | ,, ,, 'l . wrllr ;rpproximately 3.9 million students and 200,000 teachers.

I i , ,1 ll |, , :,00.000 teachers there are 65,000 teachers who are trained
r,, l, I I lrr' riLudy further states that 40% of the schools also have com-
t,rr, I Lrl,,,r,rl0fies with an encouraging 230 schools having their own

, I rl, . , l lrcse facts further support the survey findings which show
llrr rrrl, rrrrl Lrsitqe among students is higher 42"k than that of em-
;t,,,, lyolllrlil%

I vrll,rtlr: is another projectto develop lCTeducation in rural ar-
, r I rr, rl'r .:r rural communities an internal part of the global village.
, ,r1,, | ,,1,t,,r lrvcs of lhe E-village pro.ject afe providing accessibility to
| , tlr I L I r trir(Je learning and widening the opportunities to villages in
r r' I' r r r r , rr rr I professional fields. This project is operated by the Sec-

' ,r ' I rr r L lL rr., rlion l\4odern zation Prolect ll (SEMP ll) and Education for
| ' , l' , 1, t, 

. I 'rolect (EKSP) of the Ministry of Education undef the pa-
r,,r r1 ,rl tlr,,l)recedential Secretariat. lt is funded by the Government
' '| , L ,rl\, r , rr(l lhe Asian Development Bank. (ADB) In July 2007, this

r,', 't' | ,tu. | . ,l, r Lcd in five rural villages Ny'atale, Hambantota, Rathna-
r,rrr r I1,, r.rr,rrlrrla and Kurunegala districts. The project increased the
I i, ,, |,r ' I l, ),r. rtrolrs by adding more schools including lsuru schools
. , I r rr rl r lr, r, rl; Currently, fifty projects are being successfully oper-
,l,,lr' I l,tttkil

I r l , rrk;r is another project which brings Information Com-

",',r,,',t,,',r l, (:lrrology(lCT) to every village. lt is the first World Bank

| | ' ,r, ' I t, , , l, v, rl( )l) ICT education which also initiated the transFormation
, | , rl||r,tl,rrrr.rrirrreof Government Organization to electronic media.
I l,' | ,r' 't, 1 lr, r', r:rr:arted a vast eco system of ICT -based resources in
rr,, | | ll ll .' , l, ,r rosulttng in the ICT literacy rate increasing Irom L7o/.
,, r, | 1,, '.,',1, in 2008 Government Information Centre is another
,, |1t,,t, r , r.rlrrrrr under the Presidential Secretariat to enhance the
,,r' , ',, ,r,,, , , ,,rI rrrrnication of ciiizens about the services rendered by
' ' | ,r . , ,,, .ll r t( )vcrnment departments and ministries. This servrce

, I,' l,,l tlrr,,r,llr a telephone communication system, via a public
I I' r ! r, I ||,. 1'] llJ ;rnd also by the GIC website.

I i L,L rl on s a m nistry of the Government of Sri Lanka that directs

' | | | irI crnenlatron of polic es related to pr mary and secondary
, , rl I lLrllrcr: www edu.gov.lk (Anura Drssanayake, Project D recto.

r, rr, , , t!l(nl(irrriratron Prolect)
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o---'-_-""id^ ""r..*r, 
youth can educate them-selves ::T""";;::(rursru surrvur' 'v"- cation Despite the many challenges

12,000 cente that offer ICT edu 
--.:^^ ;- ^.^mnrinn tcT educaron,Lil:';iH' i;:' ili;; ?G 

d', t1.: : : :::::l ?"' l:1 
"""lX",,'';3l

r"":9 ?l:"JI ^:"l"";iiJ;iar as a subject to be tausht rrom

.' n-:- -^^|

support from the private sector to realize this goal'

of comPuter literacy in Sri

olish language According

ika Business online6' onlY

he Private sector ls

ng educational Pro-

stations have com-

masses of Youth to

learn from.

As discussed earlier a cons

ting needs.

129
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o realize this goal.

omputing needs.

;01389129

| ' ,,rlrl)lrter. However under the school net system, currently 500,000
lrl,rrls have email accounts and out of9000 schools 800 schools

lr,,vrlr: the surrounding community with lT services. Therefore, with
tlr, rrrlroduction of ICT to the entire school syllabus, as well as with
rlI l, rl)lrc and private sector promotion of lCT, there will evolve a new
'r, r, r,rlion of youth, who will conquer the digital divide and make Sri
L rrl, r r:ompletely ICT literate.
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